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November 2011 

 
Winter is just round the corner and the nights are beginning to draw in. The leaves are falling, 

but we are still waiting for the first frosts. This is the time of year when I take stock about the 

projects I have completed and try to develop new ideas, knowing that much of the winter will 

be spent in the house rather than outside in the garden!  

 

I am currently working on my next article for the "Gift of Stitching" and have dispatched 

various embroideries for publication next spring and even one for Christmas 2012, after 

which I will then have a period free to look at what I want to achieve both for the site and for 

myself as an embroiderer. 

 

January will see two new sections added to Blackwork Journey, "Techniques" and "Cross 

Stitch Charts". In my previous Blogs, I have only briefly touched on various techniques and 

in future, under the heading “Techniques” I am proposing to write individual articles on 

different aspects of embroidery in greater depth, including some historical details, 

photographs and links to web sites for further investigation. 

 

"Cross Stitch Charts" will be just that, but with a move away from the traditional charts to 

new samplers and creative designs. It will include patterns from Eastern Europe, alphabets 

and modern samplers designed for the world in which we now live. 

I will also include PDFs about specific embroidery topics which I find interesting and which 

you may have never researched. Whilst blackwork is my passion, I have also worked most 

embroidery techniques over the years and have a number of ideas that I would like to share 

with you, including patterns, embroidery tips and worked examples. For example, I 

specialised in whitework for many years and have a desire to revisit this technique in all its 

different aspects. I also intend to cover quilting designs and monograms. 

It is very easy to continue with the familiar, but new styles of needlework can be combined 

with those you already know to open up new areas for exploration. I intend to add to the 

"Inspirations" section and update it with designs and architecture from other countries I have 

had the privilege of visiting over the past few years. 

So I have a great deal to think about in the coming months, but I would value your input into 

the site. I thoroughly enjoy reading your letters and e-mails and try to help with specific 

needlework problems whenever possible and please don’t forget to keep sending me your 

photographs for ‘Readers Gallery’  

The Needlecraft Practical Journal 

On a lighter note, I have been looking at some extracts from some very old magazines which 

I have in my collection. The Needlecraft Practical Journal was published in Manchester in 

about 1900 and I have some of the earliest editions. 

 

The Needle and Thread Magazine dates from 1914, one month before the start of the First 

World War. It cost one shilling (10p) which was a lot of money to pay for a magazine in 
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those days and the lady who bought this copy made copious notes in the margins which I 

have read with great interest. 

 

 



Blackwork Journey Blog – November 2011 
 

3© 
 

To look through these magazines opens a window on a world long gone, when women had 

little freedom or independence and needlework played an important role in their lives. It is 

interesting to note that some of the firms advertised in the magazines are still in business 

today. For example, DMC floss which I use daily and Paton's Wools which I used to crochet 

my children's cardigans and little dresses and Pearsall's Silks which was established in 1795 

and are still a joy to use. 

If you would like to investigate old magazines and books further visit 

www.antiquepatternlibrary.org 

This is a comprehensive free website. The contents can be downloaded or read on-line and 

contain many important historical embroidery books. 

 

A wide range of T de‘Dillmont books is available on-line 

Useful information on antique threads and tools: 

 Fabrics.net website --Vintage Fabric and Thread Chart. 

 Vintage Crochet Hook Chart --Vintage hook sizes converted to metric. 

 Crochet Stitches Chart --Modern equivalents to old crochet terms. 

Some Other places to download free antique patterns: 

 On-line Digital Archive of Books on Weaving and Related Topics--the digital archive 

of weaving, lace and textile material 

 Home Work --1891 Canadian needlework book 

 Irish crochet motifs 

 Vintage crochet patterns at about.com 

 Beeton's Book of Needlework --1880's British publication, e-book version at Project 

Gutenberg 

 Antique Crochet Patterns 

 Crochet and Crafts Links  

 Digital Resources from the Knitting Reference Library WSA The Richard Rutt 

Collection.  

http://www.fabrics.net/joanthread.asp
http://www.antiquepatternlibrary.org/html/warm/vhooks.htm
http://www.antiquepatternlibrary.org/html/warm/crochetstitches.htm
http://www.cs.arizona.edu/patterns/weaving/index.html
http://www.canadiana.org/ECO/PageView/08942/0003?id=e8542db0b9
http://craftymainer.5u.com/icmotifs.htm
http://crochet.about.com/library/blfreepatts3.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/15147
http://www.antiquecrochetpatterns.com/index.html
http://home.inreach.com/marthac/links.html
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/bopcris/wsa.html
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Digital Resources from the Knitting Reference Library WSA The Richard Rutt Collection. 

 A particular distinction and strength of his collection is the range and number of 

nineteenth century knitting books which commenced publication in the 1830s. They 

may be seen as a precursor of the contemporary knitting pattern and the how-to-knit 

http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/bopcris/wsa.html
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books which are still being published, over 180 years later. 

In addition, his library includes a comprehensive run of the knitting magazine 

‘Stitchcraft’ dating from the 1930s to the 1980s which richly illustrates the changing 

graphic image and layout of knitting patterns through the decades of the twentieth 

century. He also had an interest in Scandinavian and Korean knitting which is 

reflected in his collection. 

 Archive of Tatting Books in the public domain. 

 www.gutenberg.org 

 

Extract from the Handbook of Embroidery by L.Higgin 

 

Happy stitching! 

Liz 

 

 

 

http://www.georgiaseitz.com/public/publicindex.html

